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 Glavni cilj istraživanja je empirijski istražiti smjer i oblik veze izme u veli ine grada 
i kvalitete života u gradu. U procesu operacionalizacije koncepata koje istražujemo, u literaturi 
nailazimo na problem definiranja i mjerenja koncepta kvalitete života u gradu. Kvalitetu života 
ili, generalno govore i, prosperitet, mogu e je definirati na razli ite na ine. Svaki grad i 
njegovi stanovnici, ovisno o stupnju socioekonomskog, povijesnog i kulturološkog razvoja, 
interpretiraju prosperitet na vlastiti jedinstven na in. Ipak, mogu e je definirati neke zajedni ke 
uvjete i stanja koji osiguravaju procvat urbanog stanovništva, sretnu i zdravu sredinu u kojoj 
se doga a rast tvrtki i razvoj institucija, te integracija i raznolikost fizi kog prostora (UN-
Habitat, 2013), i u tom svijetlu UN definira indeks prosperiteta grada (eng. City Prosperity 
Index - CPI) kojeg koristimo u empirijskom dijelu rada. Dostupnost podataka za CPI indeks i 
5 glavnih pod-indeksa od kojih je ovaj indeks sastavljen, diktiraju veli inu uzorka i korištenje 
kros-sekcijske ekonometrijske tehnike. Testiranje se najprije vrši na širem uzorku kojeg ine 73 
svjetska grada u godini 2012. Nakon toga, zbog nedostupnosti podatka i potrebe proširenja 
modela, koristimo manji uzorak. Rezultati analize pokazuju pozitivnu, nelinearnu vezu izme u 
kvalitete života i veli ine grada koja poprima oblik obrnute „U“ krivulje. Teorijska i empirijska 
literatura koja se bavi kvalitetom života u gradu je vrlo raznolika zbog složenosti koncepata, te 
obilja i raznolikosti imbenika koji odre uju kvalitetu života. Podru je istraživanja je mlado 
zbog ega ne postoji mnogo radova na ovu temu, ali se ono brzo razvija. U tom smislu, ovaj 
rad doprinosi postoje oj literaturi nude i empirijski dokaz o nelinearnosti veze izme u veli ine 
grada i kvalitete života u gradu. 
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 The main aim of this paper is to examine empirically the sign and form of the 
relationship between city size and urban life quality. While trying to operationalise the concepts 
that we investigate, in the literature we notice substantial conceptual issues that regard 
difficulties in defining and measuring the urban life quality concept. Each city and its 
population, depending on its own stage of socioeconomic development, history and culture, is 
giving its own unique interpretation of prosperity. Still, it is possible to find a common set of 
conditions that enable urban residents to flourish, feel happy and healthy, and in which business 
can thrive, institutions develop, and physical spaces become more integrated and diverse (UN-
Habitat, 2013), and, in that light, UN defines City Prosperity Index (CPI) which we use in the 
empirical part of our paper. Sample size as well as the appropriate econometric tools (cross-
sectional estimators) are delimited by the availability of data for CPI index and 5 main sub-
indices that CPI index consists of. We start the empirical testing first by using a broader sample 
which consists of data for 73 word cities in 2012. Subsequently, aiming to expand our empirical 
model and due to data unavailability, we employ somewhat smaller sample. Our results show 
that there is a positive, nonlinear relationship between urban life quality and city size and it is 
in a form of an inverted „U” shape.  Theoretical and empirical literature in the field of urban 
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life quality is very diverse due to complexity of the concepts investigated, as well as diversity of 
factors which define the life quality. This area of research is rather undeveloped and offers only 
a limited number of papers. In that light, this research adds to the existing literature by offering 
an empirical evidence of nonlinearity in the relationship between city size and urban life 
quality.    
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