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The beginning of the 21st century in Serbia was characterized by numerous social 
changes which overwhelmed economic and educational sphere. Transformation from socialist 
to capitalist mode of production brought with it uncertain economic situation, high 
unemployment rate, as well growing mismatch between educational system and labor market. 
Simultaneously with economic changes in Serbia, educational system reforms were 
implemented which concerned changes in curricula, introduction of new subjects in elementary 
and secondary education, as well as implementation of Bologne process in higher education. 
Taking into account this social context, we wanted to find out which factors young people in 
Serbia perceive as important for fulfillment of their career aspirations. Furthermore, we 
investigated to what extent perceived factors are connected with class position young people 
strive for. For the purpose of this paper, the data obtained in the research "Education and 
transition towards adulthood in young people's visions about future in Serbia and Slovenia" 
are used. In this research, 1946 final year students from 99 secondary schools in Serbia 
participated. More precisely, the used data are obtained by using Likert scale which tests the 
effect of every single factor (personal abilities, knowledge obtained during formal education; 
knowledge and experience obtained out of formal education; hard work and devotion; parents' 
expectations;  expectations of peers and friends; parents' financial situation; parents' 
connections and acquaintances; economic circumstances in the country; employment 
prospects; luck) for fulfillment of young people's career goals. Research data show that young 
people in Serbia perceive personal abilities alongside with hard work and devotion as the most 
important factors which might influence their career. Additionally, the knowledge which 
students obtained during and out of formal education is proved to be very significant. However, 
it is important to note that 74% of respondents consider that knowledge obtained informally 
will have valuable asset on their career. Meanwhile, the smaller number of respondents thinks 
that the knowledge obtained in formal education (66%) will have significant impact. 
Concerning economic factors, around half of young people (51%) believe that parents' 
financial situation will affect fulfillment of their career goals, while slightly more than one third 
of respondents (37%) perceive economic circumstances in the country as important. Research 
affirmed that statistically significant differences exist between students which strive towards 
different class positions: young people who see themselves in professional occupations consider 
more factors related to personal abilities, hard work and devotion, as well as knowledge 
obtained in formal education, while students who expect to occupy positions of qualified 
workers appreciate more factors related to parents' connections and acquaintances, parents', 
peers' and friends' expectations as well as luck. Persons who strive to professional occupations 
believe more in their abilities which is in line with existing individualist values which are 
promoted in the contemporary labor market.

young people, Serbia, career, education. 



Second International Scientific Conference on Economics and Management - EMAN 2018 

Social changes in Serbia: economic sphere  

Jelena Staniši  
 

Since 2006, Jelena 
Staniši, PhD has been 
employed as a Trainee 
Researcher, Researsh 
Assistent and Research 
Associate at the 
Institute for 
Educational Research 
in Belgrade. She was a contributor to the 
project of the Institute for Educational 
Research entitled „Education for the 
Knowledge Society“ (2006-2010). From the 
beginning of 2011 Jelena Staniši  has been 
engaged in the following projects of the 
Institute for Educational Research, whose 
realization is financed by the Ministry of 
Education, Science and Technological 
Development of the Republic of Serbia: 
"Improving the Quality and Accessibility of 
Education in Modernization Processes in 
Serbia” and “From Encouraging Initiative, 
Cooperation and Creativity in Education to 
New Roles and Identities in Society”(2011-
2017). Within the mentioned projects Jelena 
Staniši  deals with ecological education and 
upbringing. The problem of environmental 
education is studied from the aspect of 
importance and role of school, teachers and 
parents, with a special emphasis on the 
teaching process and the use of different 
methodical systems to handle environmental 
content. 



Second International Scientific Conference on Economics and Management - EMAN 2018 

 
Social changes in Serbia: educational sphere 

Mladen Radulovi , 
M.A in sociology, 
currently a Ph.D. 
candidate in the 
department of 
Sociology at the 
Faculty of Philosophy, 
University of 
Belgrade. Working as 
a Research Assistant 
at the Institute for Educational Research and 
being engaged in the organization of lectures 
at the Faculty of Philosophy on the subject 
Sociology of Education. Main interests are: 
Sociology of Education, educational 
aspirations of pupils, correlation between 
cultural capital and educational practices. 



Second International Scientific Conference on Economics and Management - EMAN 2018 

Dragana Gundogan 
(Stokani ) received 
MA degree in 
Sociology and Social 
Anthropology at 
Central European 
University Budapest, 
and she is currently 
PhD student of sociology at Univesity of 
Belgrade. She works as a research assistant at 
the Institute for Educational Research in 
Belgrade and as a PhD student she was 
engaged in teaching at Faculty of Philosophy. 
Main research fields:  sociology of education, 
economic sociology, political sociology. 



Second International Scientific Conference on Economics and Management - EMAN 2018 



Second International Scientific Conference on Economics and Management - EMAN 2018 



Second International Scientific Conference on Economics and Management - EMAN 2018 

Korak u mestu, Društvena pokretljivost u Srbiji u procesu post-
socijalisti ke transformacije"

Politi ka 
misao

Društvena transformacija i strategije 
društvenih grupa: Svakodnevnica Srbije na po etku tre eg milenijuma, Beograd: ISI FF, 
39-70. 

). Socijalna i vrednosna dimenzija tranzicije, Ekonomski 
anali, Vol LI, tematski broj, str. 95-109. 

Izme u sela i grada, mladi u Srbiji u prvoj deceniji tre eg milenijuma, 

Pedagogija 66

Globalna kriza neoliberalnog 
oblika kapitalisti ke regulacije i lokalne posledice: slu aj Srbije


