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This paper’s topic is of great importance for the development of incoming tourism 
in the Republic of Macedonia. For the realization of the goals set in the concept of this paper, 
several scientific methods have been used, such as methods of analysis and synthesis, the 
method of deduction and the method of induction, the descriptive method, the causal method, 
the systemic approach, the statistical methods, the historical method etc. Official data is 
presented in all types of documents in the development of the research problem. The most 
relevant data and information are analyzed in terms of confirming the actual conditions 
regarding international tourist arrivals and subsidies in tourism, referring to the case of Dutch 
tourists. On the basis of this data, appropriate conclusions are drawn up suggesting directions 
for tourism promotion in the Republic of Macedonia. It is common knowledge that there is a 
causal link between the tourist flows and the incentive instruments for attracting tourists that 
can be used for determining the activities and taking actions that would increase the number of 
tourists in the Republic of Macedonia, which is actually this paper’s research subject. The 
paper deals with the problem of subsidizing in tourism that functions in direction of greater 
accessibility of the Macedonian tourist product to foreign potential tourists. Subsidizing is a 
short-term and transitional measure that acts as a stimulus to the tourism economy and it 
should enable further sustainability of tourism flows. As a representative sample for exploring 
this problem were taken the Dutch tourists, as one of the most frequent visitors. The government 
for the case of Dutch visitors determined subsidies in the amount of 65 euros per person. There 
are countless examples in the world of government interventions in the tourist flows of certain 
countries. As a short-term measure, the subsidy should not last more than 5 years. The analysis 
of statistical data on tourist arrivals points to the fact that there is enormous growth in the field 
of tourism compared to the period before the Law on subsidies was adopted. The fact that a 
foreign tour operator can appear as a subsidy applicant if it meets the conditions prescribed 
by the Law on Subsidies is pretty worrying. Although the international tourist arrivals increase 
the national trade surplus, in our case the subsidizing stimulates the deficit of the national 
economy. Analyzing the offers of the Dutch tour operators for holidays in the Republic of 
Macedonia, it can be concluded that the tourism turnover in Macedonia relates to the payment 
of subsidies that can be presented in absolute numbers. There is no guarantee that the tourist 
will spend a certain amount of funds during ones stay in the destination, on the other hand, the 
payment of subsidies is legally guaranteed. Subsidies in many developed tourism countries 
proved to be fatal in the long run and this should be taken into account in the future planning 
of tourism in the Republic of Macedonia. Reducing the prices of services leads to inability to 
deliver a quality service. When subsidies are added, it enters into inertia that leads to classical 
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mass tourism without specific content. This shouldn’t be allowed by the relevant factors of the 
economy, and above all the state institutions in which tourism is located. 

 inbound tourism, foreign tourists (Dutch), tourism subsidies, tourism product. 
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