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Otok Žirje je najudaljeniji naseljeni otok šibenskog arhipelaga sa prirodnim 
ljepotama, ali poznat i kao otok u fazi izrazite depopulacije. O uvan okoliš, isto more, 
arheološki lokaliteti, kulturno-povijesne gra evine, tradicionalna gastronomija, flora i fauna 
neke su od karakteristika zbog kojih otok Žirje ima potencijal razvoja kao turisti ka destinacija. 
Otok je nedovoljno turisti ki valoriziran te kao jedno od turisti kih potencijala otoka name e 
se cikloturizam s obzirom na postoje e biciklisti ke staze. Brojne su prednosti biciklizma na 
zdravlje ovjeka; aktivirane su sve miši ne skupine, a pridonosi ve oj tjelesnoj kondiciji i 
prevenciji od sr anih oboljenja. Spajanjem svijesti o zdravlju i želje za putovanjem razvio se 
cikloturizam, a sa više od 60 milijuna aktivnih biciklista u Europi cikloturizam ima sve ve i 
turisti ki potencijal. Brojne komparativne prednosti cikloturizma prepoznate su i u Strategiji 
razvoja turizma Republike Hrvatske do 2020. godine iz ijih naputaka proizlazi i organizacija 
manjih akcija vezanih uz cikloturizam.  
U organizaciji ekološke udruge „Žir“ na otoku se ve  trinaest godina tradicionalno održava 
biciklisti ka utrka „ ir za Žir“ koja svake godine privla i sve ve i broj sudionika. Utrka „ ir 
za Žir“ ima pozitivan odjek u lokalnoj zajednici, a iz organizacije utrke proizašla je potreba 
ulaganja u biciklisti ku stazu i okoliš, postavljanje znakova i smjerokaza, tiskanje promotivnih 
materijala i biciklisti kih karata. U samoj biciklisti koj utrci sudjeluju biciklisti iz cijele 
Hrvatske, ali i strani turisti. 
Biciklisti ka utrka „ ir za Žir“ ve  jest pokreta  razvoja cikloturizma na otoku Žirju, ali i uz 
dodatne napore cikloturizam može u initi otok Žirje prepoznatljivom turisti kom destinacijom. 
U radu se istražuju stanje i perspektive razvoja cikloturizma na otoku Žirju, a prikazana je i 
SWOT analiza  razvoja cikloturizma na otoku Žirju. 
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The Žirje Island is the most remote inhabited island of the Šibenik archipelago with 
its natural beauties, but the island is also known for its course of running the extreme 
depopulation. The preserved environment, clean sea, archaeological sites, cultural and 
historical buildings, traditional gastronomy and flora and fauna are some of the features that 
make the Žirje Island a place with the potential for the development as a tourist destination. 
 The island has been insufficiently tourist valued and as one of the tourist potential of the island 
is cyclotourism with regard to the existing cycling paths. There are numerous benefits 
of cycling to human health; all muscle groups are activated, and cycling contributes to the 
better physical fitness and act as a prevention of the heart diseases. Cyclotourism has evolved 
when combining health awareness and travel aspirations got their way; - with more than 60 
million active cyclists in Europe, cyclotourism has an ever increasing tourist 
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potential. Numerous comparative advantages of cyclotourism have been recognized in the 
Strategy for the Tourism Development Strategy of the Republic of Croatia by 2020, from whose 
instructions the organization of smaller activities related to cyclotourism have also arisen. 
Organized by the ecological association "Žir" on the island, now for thirteen years in a row, 
the traditional ‘’Ride for a Žir’’ (‘’ ir za Žir’’) cycling race is held, which attracts an 
increasing number of participants every year. Race ‘’Ride for a Žir’’ has a positive response 
in the local community, but from the individuals related to the organizational committee has 
emerged the need of investments in the bicycle paths and its environment, for setting bike signs 
and signposts, printing promotion material and cycling maps. Participants in this race are 
cyclists from the whole Croatian territory, as well as the foreign tourists. 
 The cycling race ‘’Ride for a Žir’’ is already a driver for the development of cyclotourism on 
the Žirje Island but also with the additional efforts, cyclotourism can present Žirje as a 
recognizable tourist destination. 
In this paper we examine the status and perspectives for the development of cyclotourism on 
the Žirje Island, and the SWOT analysis for the cycloturism development on Žirje has also been 
revealed. 
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